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House of Burgess: GOP manhood 
measuring contest 


Also, Dr. Ben Carson exits presidential race 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Tonight, Univision and The Washington Post host the Miami Democratic 
debate. Thursday, March 10, CNN, Salem Radio and the Washington Times 
will host the Republicans at the University of Miami. Tuesday, March 8, 
Hawaii Republicans, Idaho Republicans, and Michigan, Mississippi and 
Democrats Abroad voters made their choices. Saturday, March 12, the 
Guam, Washington, D.C., and Wyoming Republican conventions, and the 


Northern Mariana Islands Democratic Convention take place. Tuesday, 


March 15, Republican caucusers in the Northern Mariana Islands; and 


Florida, Illinois, Missouri, North Carolina and Ohio voters head to the polls. 


REPUBLICANS 


Super Tuesday, March 1, Donald Trump won Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, 
Massachusetts, Tennessee, Vermont and Virginia. Texas Sen. Ted Cruz won 


Alaska, Oklahoma and Texas. Florida Sen. Marco Rubio won Minnesota. 


Friday, March 4, Dr. Ben Carson dropped out. Super Saturday, March 5, 
Trump won Kentucky and Louisiana, while Cruz won Kansas and Maine. 


Sunday, March 6, Rubio won Puerto Rico. 


Thursday, March 3, Fox News' Megyn Kelly, Bret Baier and Chris Wallace 


hosted the Republicans at Detroit's Fox Theatre. 


What do we tell the children? How do I write about this for a family 


newspaper? 


“You know what they say about guys with small hands," said Rubio about 


Trump Feb. 29, in Salem, Virginia. "You can't trust 'em!" 


Trump responded Thursday. “He referred to my hands, if they are small, 
something else must be small,” said Trump. “I guarantee you there is no 


problem." 


I 


Ohio Gov. John Kasich hugged the middle, running as the “adult on stage,’ 
before complaining about time. Kelly didn't ask Trump a question for 30 
minutes. (They hadn't interacted on stage since the first debate.) This 


debate could have used Carson's claiming presence. 


Trump maintained he would force the military to commit war crimes. “If I 
say do it, they do it,” he said. Kelly asked Trump his core values. He 
maintained flexibility. Trump defended Trump University. “We will win in 
court,” he said. All four reaffirmed pledges to support the eventual GOP 


nominee. 


Winners? Losers?: What do these words even mean at this point? 


Highlight: Cruz: “Breathe, breathe, breathe.” Trump: “Lyin’ Ted.” Cruz: 
“You can do it. You can breathe. I know it’s hard. I know it’s hard.” Rubio: 
“When they’re done with the yoga, can I answer a question?” Cruz: “You 
cannot.” Rubio: “Unbelievable.” Cruz: “I really hope that we don’t ... see 


yoga on this stage.” Rubio: “Well, he’s very flexible, so you never know.” 


DEMOCRATS 


Super Tuesday, former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton won Alabama, 
Arkansas, Georgia, Massachusetts, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and 
American Samoa; independent Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders won Colorado, 


Minnesota, Oklahoma and Vermont. 


Super Saturday, Clinton won Louisiana while Sanders won Kansas and 
Nebraska. Sunday, Sanders won Maine. Also, Sunday, CNN's Anderson 


Cooper and Don Lemon hosted the Democrats in Flint, Michigan. 


The national anthem was sung powerfully by the Flint City Wide Choir. 
Residents asked questions. Sanders again called for Republican Michigan 
Gov. Rick Snyder to resign. “Amen to that,” said Clinton, a change of 
position for her, which Cooper called her on. “It is raining lead in Flint,” she 


said. 


Sanders decried high prices for poisoned water. He blamed Detroit's 
collapse on Wall Street and challenged Clinton for her North American Free 
Trade Agreement and Trans-Pacific Partnership support. She said he was 


anti-auto bailout. She filibustered, then interrupted him. 


“Excuse me, I'm talking,” said Sanders. “Can I finish, please?” When asked 
about fracking, Clinton had three conditions. “My answer is a lot shorter,” 
said Sanders. “No, I do not support fracking.” These clashes were civil by 
comparison. “We are, if elected president, going to invest a lot of money 
into mental health,” said Sanders. “And when you watch these Republican 


debates, you know why." 


Winners: Both. 


Highlight: “I don't want to break the bad news,” said Sanders. “Democrats 


are not always right.” 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 
8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


